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Mission
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To provide support, education and advocacy for people with
Down syndrome, their families and communities

Vision

The Down Syndrome Association of Northeast Ohio is the primary resource
for families and communities regarding Down syndrome, where all people
are accepted, included and empowered. The Down Syndrome Association of
Northeast Ohio envisions a community where people with Down syndrome
have limitless opportunities and the ability to pursue their dreams.

Staff

Toni Mullee, Executive Director

Andy Bean, Programming

Leslie Burke, Development Director

Laura Cifra-Bean, MD, Medical Outreach Director

Denise Cirino, Director of Teen & Adult Engagement

Melissa Khorana, Early Childhood Family Support Coordinator

Carrie Linden, Office Assistant

Gina Mitchner, Education Director

Debbie Picker, Healthy Aging Support Coordinator
Will Sanborn, Adult Employment Coordinator
Maria Sivertson, Director of Community Relations
Cori Thomas, New Parent Support Coordinator
Barb Waddle, Special Events Coordinator

Casey Brown, Educator
Amy Sivertson, Educator

www.dsaneo.org

Mark Szczepanik, Board Chair
Michele Dynia, Vice-Chair
Sarah Csongei, Secretary

Michael Winschel, Treasurer

Board Members

David Barth
Bruce Batista
Adelaida Brown
Jake D’Orazio
David Gifford
Katherine Koenig
Betsy Lambert
Eva Love
Rob Niehaus
Erin O’'Toole
Ellen Spear
Jill Urich




L)

Down Syndrome '@.-

o At ’
Association or NORTHEAST:)HIO

2023 Highlights

DSANEO began conducting an in-person cooking
class for teens and adults. This program takes
place at the DSANEO office twice per month,
where, thanks to a grant, we were able to supply
four work stations for eight participants per class.
Chefs have made everything from chicken
quesadillas to soft pretzels to homemade muffins.
They learn safety and clean-up skills, experience

new flavors, and gain an increased sense of
accomplishment and responsibility.

In 2023, our Sunburst Snacks Adult Employment ‘
program graduated its first 4 participants, leading
to employment and volunteer opportunities for
each of them. We welcomed a new class of 4
participants who continued to learn employment
skills through spring 2024. This change in
structure allows us to double the number of
‘ participants in the program. ‘

‘ We were pleased to welcome Melissa |
Khorana to our staff as DSANEQ’s Early
Childhood Family Support Coordinator. In

this newly-created position, Melissa is
supporting families with children ages 3-5
in our community. In addition, Cori Thomas
joined the team as our New Parent Support

| Coordinator. |

www.dsaneo.org
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‘ In August we became the proud owners of
our Sunburst Snacks van, which gives the
Sunburst Snacks program a vehicle to
transport the team and their products to
pop-up shops, to make deliveries and to
spread the word about the program
| throughout Northeast Ohio.

2023 Highlights
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-Our Healthy Aging Support Coordinator, Debbie
Picker, created the DSANEO Adult Services
Toolkit. This essential document provides a list of
resources developed in anticipation of the topics
most families think about when envisioning the gﬁ:"{:“
future of their loved one with Down syndrome. A sséﬁffs

comprehensive online resource, the Adult Services

Toolkit includes embedded links for families to

easily navigate to the resources and sites they
‘ wish to explore. \

‘ The DSANEO Medical Outreach program
continued to grow and included parent
webinars on important topics like RSV and
sleep apnea, as well as Spanish language

webinars on pediatric and adult health
guidelines. Presentations to the medical
community included grand rounds at the

‘ Cleveland Clinic and MetroHealth

www.dsaneo.org
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Revenue Expenses
. Administrative
Corporate Matching 4%
Grants 2% Fundraising

15% 17%

Individual Giving
18%

Fundraising Events
65%

Programming
79%

Top 20 Buddy Walk Teams

Callum's Crew
Cooper's Crew
Team Michael Kooser
Reilly's Rockstars
Laney Kay's Krew
Sweet Caroline's Crew
Jack Jack's Pack
Asher's Dashers
(S)miles For Charlie
Noah's Bears
We're Goin' With Owen
MAXimum Overdrive
Chris's Corps
We Love Archie!
Matty's Movers
Sweet Jane's Squad
Team Phoebe
Hector's Hive
Team Olive
A Giganto Risk

www.dsaneo.org




6533 B Brecksville Rd.
Independence, OH 44131
216.447.8763
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Stay Connected with DSANEO

l‘ dsaneo \@ dsaneo

thedownsyndromeassociationofneo




